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with her father and tagging along on his deer
hunting trips. It was at this point in her life that
she knew that she wanted to make a positive
difference. Those experiences set her on a
course that led to a bachelor's degree in ma-
rine biology, a master's degree in fisheries
and aquaculture, and a long career protecting
fish and wildlife and the untamed places upon
which they depend.

Cindy made conservation her career. She
has worked for a private environmental con-
sulting firm and held positions in several state
and federal agencies before joining the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service in 1993. Prior to her
time in the Southeast Region, Cindy worked
with the Service’s Division of Fish Hatcheries
and as the Branch Chief for Recovery and
Consultation in Washington, D.C. She came to
Atlanta in 1999 to serve as the Assistant Re-
gional Director for Ecological Services and
later served as Deputy Regional Director.

For the last seven years, Cindy has led the
Southeast Region in a daily mission to make
a difference for fish, wildlife, plants and the
people who live and work in communities
across the region. As Regional Director, she
provided vision and leadership for more than
1,300 employees in 10 southeastern states,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and
has continuously worked toward producing
successful management solutions that have
positively influenced our national conservation
efforts. On any given day, you are just as like-
ly to find her working with employees and
partners on issues as big as the restoration of
Louisiana’s coast and as small but no less
consequential as the partnership work and
proactive conservation that led to removing
the Georgia aster from the list of candidate
species under the Endangered Species Act.

| witnessed Cindy’s dedication to protecting
and conserving America’s natural resources
firsthand while working together with her to re-
store Louisiana’s coast and the Gulf of Mexico
following the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. At
the time of the spill in 2010, she led an ex-
traordinary effort to respond to this unprece-
dented event that deployed thousands of em-
ployees to stations in four Gulf Coast states
over the first year. Additionally, she was in-
strumental in securing funds to rebuild Brenton
Island—an area that has provided protection
for our bird habitat as well as fishing habitat
for Louisiana’s saltwater anglers. Whether the
need was simple or more complicated, she
worked tirelessly to solve a host of environ-
mental and economic needs. While serving as
the Department of the Interior’'s Authorized Of-
ficial for the Deepwater Horizon Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment and Restoration,
Cindy was a committed partner to the State of
Louisiana and the other Gulf states in working
collaboratively to help us get on the right path
to repairing our ecosystem, and restoring the
Gulfs abundant natural resources and the
economy its people depend upon.

She is recognized throughout the Southeast
as an honest partner and innovative conserva-
tion leader. Under her leadership, the region
has joined forces with states, private land-
owners, other federal agencies, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and several sectors of in-
dustry and business including energy, timber,
and finance among others to find creative
ways to conserve fish and wildlife resources.
This collaboration has resulted in notable con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

servation successes including removing the
Louisiana black bear from the endangered
species list, upgrading the status of the West
Indian manatee and wood stork and pre-
cluding the need to list more than 100 fish,
wildlife, and plants petitioned for federal pro-
tection in the past seven years. She worked
closely with many partners to restore more
than one million acres of bottomland hard-
wood habitat in the South and reverse the de-
cline of longleaf pine forests so critical for mi-
gratory birds and wildlife in decline. Her rec-
ognition of the little things to build lasting rela-
tionships that so often have big implications
and make conservation success possible on
larger scales is something | will miss. | com-
mend Cindy for her desire to make a lasting
difference and hope the Service will continue
to build on her outstanding conservation leg-
acy.

| speak for myself and | think for many pol-
icymakers, business leaders, and lovers of the
outdoors when | say Cindy Dohner and her
passion for wildlife will be missed. | appreciate
the many years of public service she has to
the Southeast Region and people that call
Louisiana home and make it a Sportsmen’s
Paradise. | ask that my colleagues join me in
expressing our deepest appreciation and grati-
tude for her public service and wishing Cindy
success and happiness in her future endeav-
ors.
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. John Kelmendi for his career as
an educator and involvement in the southeast
Michigan community. Mr. Kelmendi has been
a dedicated advocate for students during his
career with the Detroit Public Schools and in-
volvement with local community groups.

Mr. Kelmendi, a native of Albania, began his
career with Detroit Public Schools in 1993 and
established a reputation as a dedicated teach-
er invested in the success of his students. Mr.
Kelmendi initially taught social studies to stu-
dents at Pershing High School and became
curriculum leader of the school’s social studies
department in 2003. In this role, Mr. Kelmendi
helped coordinate the staff and manage the
instructional material in the social studies de-
partment. He also served as an instructional
specialist, where he helped observe and
evaluate other educators in addition to teach-
ing students. Mr. Kelmendi's work with the stu-
dents at Pershing resulted in significant im-
provements in academic achievement, includ-
ing a strong upward trend in social studies test
scores relative to other DPS students.

Mr. Kelmendi’s time as an educator and
community activist was critical to improving
student achievement and establishing a cul-
ture of excellence within the social studies de-
partment at Pershing High School. As a result
of his actions, Mr. Kelmendi received a lifetime
achievement award from Detroit Public
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Schools and was well-known for his passion
for teaching. Additionally, he was active in the
Metro Detroit Community, having served as a
member of Detroit's School-Community Rela-
tions Committee, which helped establish and
improve collaboration between the DPS aca-
demic community and residents of Detroit. Mr.
Kelmendi went above and beyond what was
expected in the classroom and the community,
and his efforts are worthy of commendation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. John Kelmendi for his work as
an educator and in the Metro Detroit commu-
nity. Mr. Kelmendi’s actions have impacted
countless lives.

——————
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Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an important Hoosier institution, the Boy
Scouts of America Troop 533 from Munster,
Indiana, which is celebrating its ninetieth anni-
versary this year.

Boy Scout Troop 533 was organized in
1927 by Mr. Maury Kraay, an eighth grader at-
tending Munster Public Schools. He gathered
classmates, local boys, and a retired school
principal to form Munster's Boy Scout Troop.
Troop 533 was present on June 14, 1927
when President Calvin Coolidge dedicated
Wicker Park in Highland, Indiana. The Troop
was also heavily involved in the World War Il
effort by organizing parades and rallies for war
bonds, planting and maintaining gardens for
local consumption, practicing blackout drills,
carrying warden messages and reports to sec-
tor headquarters, and participating in wartime
recycling programs.

More recently, Troop 533 organized Cub
Scout Packs in Munster elementary schools in
the 1960s. In 1982, the Troop presented the
colors during the dedication of the first Mun-
ster Town Council meeting in the town’s newly
constructed municipal complex, and began
leading the Independence Park Fourth of July
Parade a year later—an honor it still holds
today. During the Little Calumet River flooding
in 2008, Troop 533 assisted with filling sand-
bags to protect public and private property and
later helped with yard clean-up, raking, moving
dirt, and re-graveling driveways after the flood
waters subsided.

Troop 533 has positively influenced count-
less Munster families by leading many boys to
success, including producing over 100 Eagle
Scouts. The scouts and their adult leaders
have long served the community in which they
live and love. They have lived by the Boy
Scout Oath and Motto, and my hometown of
Munster is better for having Troop 533 a part
of the community.

Mr. Speaker, as a proud father of a young
Cub Scout, | am honored to congratulate Mun-
ster Boy Scout Troop 533, on its ninetieth an-
niversary and look forward to their continued
service to fellow Hoosiers and our nation.
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